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This month’s market updates section leads with the news that the UAE Ministry of 
Economy has announced a substantial increase in official fees for the registration 
of intellectual property rights at the Trade Mark, Patent and Copyright Offices in the 
UAE. Further details of the fee increases are set out in our update on page 2. 
 

We are thrilled to announce that Clyde & Co has been ranked as Band One in the UAE for 
the fifth year in a row by the Legal 500 EMEA 2015 Rankings. The team is specifically praised 
for ‘excellent response times’ and ‘good local knowledge’. In addition, Rob Deans has been 
ranked as a “leading individual”, together with Jon Parker and Joycia Young receiving specific 
mention. As always, the feedback we receive through these surveys is greatly appreciated 
and we will do what we can to keep up the good work.  

In this edition’s article of the month, Harriet Balloch examines the potential set up and 
operation of collecting societies in the UAE and whether a review of the fees for collecting 
societies by the Ministry of Economy suggests that it is considering licensing a collecting 
society to operate in the UAE.

In this month’s issue, we also cover:
–– Market updates and insights from around the region
–– A link to the UAE Trade Mark Gazette published on 5 May 2015. This month’s opposition 

deadline is 3 June 2015.

Market updates and insight from around the region 
In addition to this month’s news of the increase in fees in the UAE, we also bring you updates 
on other developments from across the region, including the news that Kuwait has approved 
the draft GCC Trade Mark Law. 
For further information, please speak to your usual contact in the Clyde & Co IP team, or email 
us at ip@clydeco.com.
Click here to read all updates.

Article of the month
This month Harriet Balloch reports on the collective licensing of music in the UAE.  With the 
UAE Ministry of Economy recently publishing the official fees for setting up and operating a 
collecting society, are we any nearer to having a collecting society in the UAE? 
Click here for a link to the full article.

UAE Trade Mark Gazette
The latest edition of the UAE Trade Mark Gazette was published on 5 May 2015.  This month’s 
opposition deadline is 3 June 2015.
Click here for a link to the UAE Trade Mark Gazette and further information.
If you identify any marks that are of potential concern, or if you have any queries, then speak 
to your usual contact in the Clyde & Co IP team, or email us at ip@clydeco.com.  
The timeframe for arranging the legalisation of a Power of Attorney (which will need to be filed 
at the same time as any opposition) is generally around three weeks.  With this in mind, please 
contact us as soon as possible if you identify any marks which you may wish to oppose.

http://clydeco.zenfolio.com/img/g557852851-o786396063.dat?dl=2&tk=UudrR3qq2fdNNfegg2vkb4VPXlOq72QidMEKvKr7mZc=
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Market updates and insight 
UAE Earlier this month the Ministry of Economy announced a substantial increase in official fees for the 

registration of intellectual property rights at the Trade Mark, Patent and Copyright Offices in the UAE. 
Although the fee increases are across the board, in that they apply to trade marks, patents, designs 
and copyright, they are likely to be particularly felt by brand owners seeking to protect their rights in 
the UAE. By way of example, under the new fee structure, the filing of one trade mark, per class, will 
increase from USD 1,785 to USD 3,450.

It is not clear at this stage when the increased fees will come into effect. They are most likely to come 
into effect from 29 May 2015 onwards. This will mean that any fees payable after 29 May, including the 
publication and registration fees of marks filed before 29 May are likely to be at the higher rate. 

If you would like further information on this topic, please let us know and we will forward a copy of 
our Client Advisory which sets out various recommendations for intellectual property rights owners to 
consider in relation to this fee increase.

Egypt Egyptian Enforcement Authorities and INTERPOL cooperate to seize infringing goods 
On 1 May 2015 the Egyptian enforcement authorities, working in cooperation with INTERPOL launched 
a two month campaign to intercept and seize consignments of counterfeit and infringing goods found at 
‘Intervention Points’. These Intervention Points include ports, major roads, shops, markets, warehouses, 
wholesaler premises, factories and manufacturing sites. 

The authorities’ stated aim is to target those counterfeit and infringing goods which pose a health 
and safety risks to consumers.  Product categories which have been identified for particular focus 
are food products, clothing, personal hygiene and household products, vehicle spare parts, ‘excisable’ 
goods including tobacco and fuel, electrical goods (including computer products), building materials, 
agrochemicals, music and films (CDs/DVDs), books and printed matter.

Gaza 
Strip

Increase in official fees in the Gaza Strip
The Trade Marks Office for the Gaza Strip has issued notification number 633, increasing official fees 
relating to all activities for trademarks, industrial designs and patent applications. 
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Kuwait New division of the Kuwaiti Trade Mark Office created to simplify trade mark infringement 
complaints
A new division of the Trade Mark Office has been recently created in Kuwait. The Intellectual Property 
Protection Committee (IPPC) has been established with the purpose of simplifying the filing of 
infringement complaints in Kuwait. 

Once a complaint has been filed, the IPPC is to liaise with the Commercial Control Department to 
provide guidance on next steps and to ensure a raid is conducted. With the introduction of the IPPC, 
new requirements have also been implemented for the filing of complaints. The documents to be 
submitted with a complaint to the IPPC are:

–– copies of Certificates of Registrations;

–– a sample of the counterfeit/infringing product with a receipt;

–– details of the infringers’ address/location;

–– a sample of a genuine product; and

–– a copy of the Power of Attorney.

Kuwait Kuwait approves GCC trade mark law
Law No. 13 of 2015 approving the draft GCC Trade Mark Law was published in Kuwait’s official Gazette in 
April 2015. 

Kuwait joins Bahrain, Qatar and Saudi Arabia in approving the draft Law.  Oman and the UAE are yet to 
publish formal approvals.

Lebanon Legalised Powers of Attorney required for Lebanon
With effect from 10 April 2015, all Powers of Attorney submitted to the Lebanon Trade Mark Office should be 
notarised and, if executed outside Lebanon, legalised for use in Lebanon.  

This is a change to the current practice of submitting simply signed Powers of Attorney. The new practice is 
set out in Ministerial Decree No. 2951/2015 dated 21 March 2015.

Libya We have been advised by our colleagues in Libya that whilst the Trade Marks Office is currently accepting 
trade mark applications and renewals, the timeframe for applications to be filed is between four to six 
months. We have recently received a search report which took over 10 weeks.

The delays are mainly on account of the current political unrest, and the shortage of staff. We understand 
that unless the Head of Trade Marks Office is in the office, the remaining officials are not able to process 
any work without his authorisation.
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Qatar Copyright applications in Qatar can now proceed through to registration
The Qatar Minister of Economy and Commerce recently issued Decision No. 410 of 2014 in relation to 
the payment of official fees and the issuing of copyright registration certificates in Qatar. 

Previously, it was not possible for applicants to pay the official fees required to process applications to 
register copyright and, accordingly, applications could not proceed to registration.  This Decision allows 
applicants to pay the official fees and to request that a certificate of registration be issued. 

The Decision also implements sanctions on infringers of copyright, with statutory penalties imposing 
fines up to QAR 100,000 (equivalent to approximately USD 27,500) and imprisonment of up to one year.

Saudi 
Arabia

4th Arab Forum 
The 4th Arab Forum is currently underway in Riyadh until 7 May.  This year’s Forum focuses on the 
protection of consumers against commercial fraud, imitations and the violation of intellectual property 
rights.

Saudi 
Arabia

New registration numbers to be expected in Saudi Arabia when renewing or assigning 
registered marks 
The Saudi Arabia Trade Mark Office is continuing to upgrade its internal systems and databases.  One 
of the consequences of this update is that a fresh certificate of registration (with a new registration 
number) will be issued upon the assignment or renewal of a registered mark.  

This supersedes the current procedure of the assignment or renewal being endorsed on the original 
certification of registration.

Yemen Yemen Trade Marks Office remains open 
The Trade Mark Office in Yemen remains operational at this time despite the political unrest which is 
ongoing.
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Collective licensing of music in the UAE
By Harriet Balloch, Senior Associate

As reported in the market updates section of this newsletter, the UAE Ministry of 
Economy recently reviewed the fees charged by its various departments, including 
the Trade Mark, Patent and Copyright Office.  As part of this review, the Ministry 
has revised the applicable fees relating to the setting up and operation of collecting 
societies:

–– a fee of AED 100,000 (equivalent to approximately USD 
27,200) for obtaining a licence to operate a collecting 
society; and

–– an annual fee of AED 50,000 (equivalent to approximately 
USD 13,600) for renewing a licence to operate a collecting 
society.

At present, there are no collecting societies which are 
licensed to operate in the UAE. However, by revising the 
fees for setting up and operating a collecting society, 
we assume that the Ministry of Economy is considering 
licensing a collecting society to operate in the UAE, within 
the framework envisaged by the UAE Copyright Law (UAE 
Federal Law No 7 of 2002). 

The legislative framework
Chapter 6 of the UAE Copyright Law (and relevant 
Ministerial Decisions) provides for the establishment and 
operation of collecting societies to manage the collection of 
royalties in the UAE on behalf of rights owners.  This sets 
out certain requirements for a collecting society, which 
include:

–– obtaining an annual licence from the Ministry to operate 
as a collecting society in the UAE;

–– preparing and maintaining a detailed report on its 
catalogue of rights, including the names of its licensors, 
the rights held, the duration and value of such rights;

–– preparing financial reports and accounts of the royalties 
received from licensees and the profits generated and 
distributed;

–– allowing licensees to inspect its accounts at any time;

–– taking all administrative and legal action necessary to 
protect the rights of the contracting parties;

–– providing reports to the licensors setting out the details 
of the parties that have used their works and the royalties 
collected; and

–– submitting the information and documents set out above 
to the Ministry on request.

The requirement to obtain a licence to operate as a 
collecting society from the Ministry of Economy means 
that, without such a licence, is it not possible to operate 
lawfully as a collecting society within the UAE.  

At present, there are no collecting societies licensed 
to operate in the UAE. However, with the introduction 
of the revised fees, we assume that the establishment 
of a collecting society in the UAE is presently under 
consideration by the Ministry.  

The role of a collecting society
A collecting society’s role is to act as an intermediary 
between rights owners (seeking to license their rights) 
and users of these rights (seeking to obtain a licence).  For 
example, collecting societies commonly have a central role 
in relation to the playing of music in public.  

Typically, a piece of music will bring together various works 
which are protected under the UAE Copyright Law, such 
as the music itself, the lyrics and a sound recording of the 
music.  If a company wishes to play music in public, then it 
should obtain a licence from each of the rights owners for 
each piece of music which is played.

This is where the collecting society comes in.  It builds up a 
catalogue of rights from multiple copyright owners (such as 
composers and lyricists) for multiple pieces of music.  The 
collecting society then acts as a single point of contact for 
the licensing of these rights to companies wishing to play 
music from the collecting society’s catalogue.
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However, the absence of a collecting society in the UAE 
means that businesses are not able to obtain a licence 
from a single point of contact, as is the case in many other 
countries.

Progress in the UAE
By publishing the official fees to be paid in order to set 
up and maintain a collecting society, we assume that the 
Ministry of Economy is considering moving towards setting 
up a collecting society regime in the UAE.  

Consideration will also need to be given to the role of the 
UAE Competition Law (UAE Federal Law No 4 of 2012).  In 
the January 2015 edition of our newsletter, we looked at 
the impact of the UAE Competition Law on the licensing of 
intellectual property rights.  In addition to satisfying the 
requirements of the Copyright Law, a collecting society 
will need to comply with the Competition Law (which may 
require it to avoid the abuse of a dominant position).

Nevertheless, the step taken by the Ministry of Economy 
is in the right direction towards collecting societies being 
established for the benefit of both rights owners and users.

Harriet Balloch
Senior Associate 
T: +971 4 384 4534 
E: harriet.balloch@clydeco.com

Rob Deans
Partner 
T: +971 4 384 4538 
E: rob.deans@clydeco.com

http://www.clydeco.com/insight/newsletters/view/intellectual-property-newsletter%20
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UAE Trade Mark Gazette
The latest edition of the UAE Trade Mark Gazette was published on 5 May 2015 
and we have made a copy of this Gazette available online. This month’s opposition 
deadline is 3 June 2015. Click here to access the Gazette.

Checking the Gazette
The link provided is the original Arabic language Gazette without an English language translation. This Gazette is in the 
form of an Adobe pdf file and it is possible to carry out key word searches in order to identify potentially conflicting trade 
mark applications. 

Please note that due to the size of the Adobe pdf file, it may take several minutes for the Gazette to load. However, once 
loaded, it should be possible to review and search the Gazette without experiencing any delays.

Contacting us
If you have any marks that are of potential concern, or if you have any queries, then please email us at ip@clydeco.com 
with:

–– the trade mark(s) of interest; and 

–– the relevant page number(s) of the Gazette.

We can then check the Gazette and provide you with full details of the application so that you or your client can decide 
whether to file an opposition before the deadline and put in place a legalised Power of Attorney if necessary. 

In order to have any chance of meeting the non-extendable opposition deadline where a legalised Power of Attorney is 
required, we will need your urgent feedback on marks of potential concern. 

Should you require urgent assistance, we will also need to conduct conflict checks to ensure we are free to assist.

http://clydeco.zenfolio.com/img/g557852851-o786396063.dat?dl=2&tk=UudrR3qq2fdNNfegg2vkb4VPXlOq72QidMEKvKr7mZc=
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Further advice should be taken before relying on the contents of this Newsletter.

Clyde & Co* accepts no liability for loss occasioned to any person acting 
or refraining from acting as a result of material contained in this 
document. The content of this document does not constitute legal advice 
and should not be relied upon as such. Advice should be taken about 
your specific circumstances. No part of this summary may be used, 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, reading or otherwise 
without the prior permission of Clyde & Co.

Clyde & Co LLP

*Clyde & Co LLP, Clyde & Co Technical Services JSC and Clyde & Co LLP 
Lawyers & Legal Consultants

Clyde & Co LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and 
Wales. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 

© Clyde & Co LLP 2015
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Our regional coverage

 
Clyde & Co LLP’s IP 
team, which is one 
of the largest in the 
region, has good 
local knowledge 
and gives practical, 
business-oriented 
advice.”
Legal 500 EMEA 2014

Algeria**  
Bahrain**  
Egypt** 
Gaza (Palestine)** 
Iran** 
Iraq** 
Jordan** 
Kuwait**  
Lebanon**  

Libya*  
Morocco**  
Oman**  
Qatar*  
Riyadh* 
Saudi Arabia 
South Sudan**  
Sudan**  
Syria**  

Tanzania* 
Tunisia** 
United Arab Emirates* 
West Bank 
(Palestine)** 
Yemen**

*Clyde & Co offices and associated offices     ** Corresponding agents offices

territories across the Middle East  
and North Africa (MENA) region23


